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Our IMPACT REPORT 2016 provides us with a useful space for reflection each year.  It’s an 

opportunity to look back on our work, to take stock and review what has been achieved.  Our 2016 

report is a powerful and moving illustration of the prevalence of domestic violence and its very real 

and harmful impact on women and children. The high level of disclosures of, what is often horrific, 

abuse illustrates the essential and trusted role of Women’s Aid in supporting the one in five 

women who are isolated, alone and at risk of domestic violence and dating abuse. We know how 

important our presence is for women and the difference our approach makes. The work of 

Women’s Aid is based on principles of confidentiality, maximising safety, understanding trauma 

and supporting women’s autonomy. 

 

We are informed, knowledgeable and are an advocate for women’s particular needs. We identify 

and respond to the additional barriers and discrimination that women experience. We are 

committed to justice for women and ensuring sanctions against abusive men. We recognise the 

best form of child protection in the home is by protecting and supporting women to move from 

crisis to safety. At a national and international level, Women’s Aid is an effective voice for women, 

advocating for political and institutional change  

 

Our work is informed by a shared, feminist understanding of male violence against women. Our 

service is woman-centred and our response is evidence based. Women’s experiences of domestic 

violence in Ireland, as disclosed to our Direct Services, underpin and inform all of our work to end 

domestic violence 

 

2015 saw Ireland commit to two important instruments which will inform and develop good 

practice responses for decades to come: the Istanbul Convention and the Victim’s Directive.  I am 



 

 

very heartened by the Europe-wide move to tackle the damage caused by violence against women 

through the Istanbul Convention’s four pillers of: prevention, protection, prosecution and 

monitoring; and by our Government’s commitment to ratify it.   

 

We know that domestic violence is dangerous and that it kills women and children.  Using 20 years 

of data collection on female homicide our Behind Closed Doors Report, published last November, 

revealed that more than half (54%) of women were killed by their partners or exes: 

• 31% of women were stabbed 

• 26% were strangled 

• 21% were beaten 

• 13% were shot 

• 9% were killed by other means 

We know the danger women and children face.   In 2016, women disclosed to us on 646 occasions 

that their abusive partners threatened to kill them, their children and their families.  There were 

522 additional disclosures of threats of being strangled, smothered, and assaulted with weapons.  

Bare hands can be the most dangerous of weapons. Strangulation or choking is a form of control 

used to instill fear and terror.  And for so many women and children the threat of violence always 

hangs in the air and our video earlier outlined the range of abuse they experience. 

 

Domestic violence continues to be a very common context in which children experience abuse.  

Research shows that the more severe the domestic violence, the more severe the abuse of 

children. Where you find domestic violence against women you will often find the perpetrator will 

deliberately target children as a way to hurt both them and their mother. 

 

International best practice recognises that the best form of child protection is to work with the 

non-abusive partner, usually the mother. We work in line with Children First and make callers and 



 

 

clients aware of the limits of confidentiality while we support them in their ongoing efforts to 

protect and keep their children safe. 

 

You’ve heard the many abusive tactics used against children living with domestic violence in 2016 

including physical, sexual and emotional abuse. 

Through the work we do every day to keep women and children safe we propose the following 

areas be addressed: 

 

1. The Courts consider the safety and wellbeing of any children of a relationship when granting a 

Barring Order and take interim measures, as necessary, for their protection. 

 

2. Experts be made available to the Court to assess the risk the perpetrator poses to children and 

the impact on them of direct and/indirect abuse. 

 

3. Government commits to a programme of investment:   

3.1 to facilitate safe, supervised access visits between children and perpetrators of domestic 

violence. 

 

3.2  for training for all agency staff that assist women experiencing domestic violence to 

understand the impact of abuse on women and children especially the risk of contining or 

escalating abuse post-separation.  The Women’s Aid ‘Best Practice in Woman and Child Protection 

in the Context of Domestic Violence’ two day training is an excellent example of this type of 

training.  

 

3.3 to fully resource An Garda Siochana to fulfil their commitments to develop and utilise risk 

assessment processes and the targeting of recidivist offenders to detect and prevent further 

domestic violence crimes. 

 



 

 

3.4 to fully resource specialist domestic violence services like ourselves and the many other 

services around the country. 

 

Women’s Aid will do everything in our power to support the Istanbul Convention.  We have proved 

our commitment by providing the National Freephone Helpline for the past 25 years; and by 

following through on our decision to extend our National Freephone Helpline to a 24/7 service 

despite significant funding cuts in 2015.   We very much appreciate the confidence and 

commitment of Peter Mark and the many donors who supported us with this achievement but 

reliance of donations is not sustainable in the long-term.  We could do so much more with secure 

and adequate funding.  

 

Women know we are their ally, they trust us.  One caller to the Helpline summed up our response 

when she said “for the first time in my life I was able to tell someone what was happening. 

Women’s Aid didn’t judge me or blame me. They just listened.”  Feedback like this continues to 

inspire us at Women’s Aid. Our staff, volunteers and Board of Directors will continue our work to 

stop domestic violence.  The abuse won’t stop without implementing change and we won’t stop 

listening, believing, and supporting the women who need us. 

 

Thank you to all our staff and volunteers for your important work and thank you everyone for your 

attention. 

 


