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1996 was a bloody year for women in Ireland.  By May Colm Kenna, Irish Times journalist, reported 
that at that 8 women had been killed since the beginning of the year: This as more than the total for 
1995. By New Years Eve 19 women had been killed: the majority in their own homes and by 
someone known to them. These killings of women represented 45% of all murder cases for 1996.2  

Women’s Aid had, at that stage, been working to protect women and children for just over two 
decades and we were deeply aware of the level of danger and risk to women’s safety. Our 
prevalence study, Making the Links, the first of its kind in Ireland, published in 1995 told us that one 
in five women were affected by domestic abuse.3   We knew that there was an urgent need to build 
an understanding of how dangerous domestic violence could be.  

Since then, Women’s Aid has recorded and highlighted homicide cases and violent deaths where the 
victims are female in the Republic of Ireland. Charting the cases of homicide is difficult and sensitive 
work but our commitment has never wavered. The ultimate aim of this work is to prevent further 
loss of life by increasing protection for women.  

WHAT IS FEMICIDE? 4  

Simply put femicide is to be the killing of women and girls by men.5   The Council of Europe uses the 
term femicide to describe killings of women and girls because of their gender, and as a result of 
inequality and discrimination – a root cause of all violence against women.6   

A 2011 Global Study on Homicide reported that women murdered by their ex or current male 
partners made up the vast majority of domestic homicide victims worldwide which explains why in 
many countries women are more likely to be murdered in their home than elsewhere.7    (CHART 1) 
Our Femicide Watch mirrors these findings showing 131 women (63%) killed in their own homes.  
The global report goes on to state that men, on the other hand, make up the vast majority of both 
victims and perpetrators of all types of crime including homicide, and are more like to be killed in the 
street.  

A 2013 study showed that more than 38% of all murders of women globally are reported to be 
committed by an intimate partner. In comparison, the same study estimates that about 6% of all 
murders of men are committed by an intimate partner.8  

1 http://www.irishtimes.com/news/violent-deaths-of-eight-women-more-than-total-for-1995-
1.47262  

2 http://www.garda.ie/Documents/User/Annual%20Report%201996.pdf, p.42.  

3 Making the Links, 1995.  

4 Femicide is generally defined as the murder of women because they are women, though some 
definitions include any murders of women or girls. Some definitions also include cases where 
women are the perpetrators but most refine it to cases where the perpetrator is male. The Women’s 
Aid Femicide Watch 1996 – 2016 includes all females killed in Ireland, aged 13 plus killed by a male 
perpetrator and cases yet to be resolved.  

5 http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/77421/1/WHO_RHR_12.38_eng.pdf  

6 Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and 
Domestic Violence 2011, Preamble and Article 3.  

7 https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/statistics/crime/global-study-on-homicide-
2011.html  



8 https://www.lshtm.ac.uk/newsevents/news/2013/gender_violence_report.html  



THE WOMEN’S AID FEMICIDE WATCH 1996 – 2016: WHAT WE KNOW  

 

For 20 years our Femicide Monitoring Project has tracked homicides of women in newspaper 
records and periodically checked our figures with the Gardaí to ensure that cases that did not make 
the newspapers were not missed. In addition to the location we now hold robust information on the: 

(CHART 2) method of killing of women, 

(CHART 3) victims’ ages (Bar Chart) 

(CHART 4) relationship with the perpetrator, where known. We have also recorded each woman’s 
name so she is not forgotten.  

Since the beginning of 1996, 209 women have died violently in the Republic of Ireland. (MAP) 

Where the cases have been resolved, meaning that the criminal or coronor’s processes were 
completed, 89 women (54%) were murdered by a current or former male intimate partner. (CHART 
5) 54 women (33%) were killed by a male relative or acquaintance and 21 women were murdered by 
a stranger. There were 8 cases where a total of 16 children were killed by the perpetrator alongside 
their mothers. There were 21 cases where other people: friends, sisters, brothers, mothers and 
husbands were either killed or injured by the peretrator.    

• sexual violence/rape was reported in 22 cases.  

• In 13 cases, it was reported that the victim was talking about or in the process of leaving the 
relationship.  

• In 7 cases there were references to women being involved in prostitution.  

• In 2 cases it was reported that the victim was pregnant at the time of their death 

•  

(CHART 6) There have been 22 murder-suicides in Ireland where a man has killed a woman and then 
taken his own life. In 21 of these cases, women were killed by a partner or ex-partner. In the other 
case the perpetrator was the woman’s son. In 4 of the cases the man killed the woman and her 
children (resulting in the deaths of 9 children in total) and himself. 

RECOMMENDATIONS  

Women’s Aid believes that increased recognition and management of risk factors for intimate 
partner homicide would lead to an improved response to domestic abuse by the State and its 
agencies. Women’s Aid welcomes the commitment by An Garda Síochána in the Second National 
Strategy on Domestic, Sexual and Gender Based Violence to  

• piloting risk assessment, 

• a focus on the perpetrator of domestic violence and the identification and 

• recording of all crimes with a domestic violence motive.  

•  

We recommend that these initiates are fully resourced including resourcing specialist domestic 
violence services who are a crucial part of both risk assessment and risk management.  Women’s Aid 
recommends that Ireland commences the practice of reviewing of all domestic violence homicides. 
In other jurisdictions, Domestic Homicide Reviews (DHRs) are systematic multi-agency reviews which 
are understood to be a route to improving both risk assessment and management alongside 
identifying gaps in policy and practice. Typically, DHRs involve sharing information between 
statutory agencies, NGOs and family and other informal networks.  



The piloting of risk assessment and management by An Garda Síochána is a most welcome 
development but we need to go a step further. Domestic Homicide Reviews would facilitate a 
refining of risk factors, raise awareness among stake holders and offer direction for improvement in 
protection for women and children.  

Lethal violence is at the most severe end of the spectrum of violence against women and the UN 
Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women, Dubravka Šimonović, has prioritised Femicide 
during her time in office. Last year, on the UN Day Opposing Violence against Women, she called for 
all States to focus on gender-related killing of women by establishing a Femicide Watch.13 Ireland, 
with the foresight of Women’s Aid, has 20 years of information. The Rapporteur has recently called 
for States to send her data and has indicated that she is aware that in many countries NGOs have 
carried out this work in the absence of State data. Women’s Aid will submit a copy of this Femicide 
Watch for Ireland to Ms Šimonović as part of this year’s 16 Days of Action campaign.  

 

REMEMBERING AND REFLECTING  

We officially publish this Report after 20 years to pause, and to remember and reflect, on the lives 
lost to male violence. Each woman murdered is an outrage. An absolute tragic loss of life and 
potential resulting in utter heartache for her loved ones left behind. There is no greater violation of a 
woman’s human rights than the right to life itself. Women’s Aid stands in solidarity with families, 
friends and communities of women murdered and with women currently living with abuse. We 
remember those women murdered but where no perpetrator has been charged and the other cases 
yet to come to trial. Our thoughts are with their families who are waiting for justice. 

And we will continue this work to bring to light, what goes on behind closed doors in Ireland. 

Margaret Martin, Director of Women’s Aid. 

25th November 2016 

 


