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Women’s Aid Briefing Paper on Domestic Violence 

25th November 2009  

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

RATIONALES 

 

1. The Women’s Aid 16 Days of Action Opposing Violence against Women Campaign 

 25th November to 10th December 2009 

Today, Wednesday 25th November 2009, is the UN Day for the Elimination of Violence against 
Women and the beginning of the Women’s Aid 16 Days of Action Campaign.  The aim of the 
campaign is to highlight the nature and prevalence of violence against women and to raise awareness 
of violence against women as a human rights issue. It is an opportunity to show solidarity with 
women around the world, while strengthening local support work and advocacy.  
 
Under the theme ‘Breaking the Silence Around Domestic Violence’ Women’s Aid, and other               
organisations nationwide, have planned a series of awareness raising activities to highlight the issue 
of domestic violence and to promote the vital support services for the 1 in 5 women in Ireland living 
with abuse.  Women’s Aid will launch the campaign this morning at 11am outside Dáil Éireann.  We 
will be calling for improved legal protection for women currently not covered by the                      
Domestic Violence Act 1996. 
 
Women’s Aid encourages all TDs and Senators to support local activities taking place around the  
country.  You can also:  

• Link to the campaign website from your site (www.womensaid.ie/16dayscampaign)  

• Distribute the Women’s Aid ‘Support a Friend’ Phone Charm in your constituency office 

• Circulate the ‘16 Facts for 16 Days’ email sent to your inbox each day of the campaign 

The campaign runs until 10th December 2009.  For more information on events taking place in your 
constituency check out the special campaign blog: www.womensaid.ie/16dayscampaign.    

1. The Women’s Aid 16 Days of Action Opposing Violence against Women Campaign 

That TDs and Senators support the Women’s Aid 16 Days of Action Campaign, starting today and    
running until 10th December 2009. 
 

2. Domestic Violence and Funding  
That vital domestic violence services are protected in Budget 2010 by maintaining current funding  
levels at the very least.   
 

3. Domestic Violence Legislation: 

That the Civil Partnership Bill 2009 is amended to: 
1. as a minimum, not worsen eligibility for protection for cohabitants and former cohabitants 
under the Domestic Violence Act 1996 
2. make all parties with a child in common eligible for protection under the Domestic Violence Act 
1996, regardless of cohabitation 
3. further extend eligibility for Domestic Violence Protection and Safety Orders to all parties who 
are or have been in intimate relationships, regardless of cohabitation. 
4. further extend eligibility for Barring Orders by removing the residency requirement for        
cohabitants who have an equal or greater interest in the property 
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2. Domestic Violence and Funding 

Women’s Aid National Freephone Helpline and Support Services are working to full capacity.  We are 
deeply worried about the impact of Budget 2010 on our vital services.  The Women’s Aid National 
Freephone Helpline and Support Services are quite literally a lifeline for women living with domestic 
violence.  In 2009 we have experienced cutbacks in funding and 2010 looks even bleaker.   
 
As a national support service which refers women to local refuges and support services, Women’s Aid 
is concerned about local domestic violence support services that have experienced significant cuts in 
funding this year, in some instances up to 18% and face further cuts in 2010.  
 
3. Domestic Violence Legislation 

1. Women’s Aid welcomes the extension of eligibility for all Domestic Violence orders to current and 
former civil partners and the extension of eligibility for Safety orders to current cohabitants,    
regardless of the length of cohabitation, as proposed in the Civil Partnership Bill. 

 
2. However the current wording of the Bill risks, inadvertently, creating further barriers for        

cohabitants seeking to apply for protection under the Domestic Violence Act and may take 
away protection from some cohabitants who are currently eligible. 

 
This is because:  

•  cohabiting parties applying for Safety Orders will have to have lived together immediately 

prior to applying for the Safety Order. Currently applicants must have lived with the         
respondent for 6 out of the previous 12 months. This means that currently, cohabitant 
women separating from violent partners have a period of time -albeit too short - after   
separation when they are still eligible for Domestic Violence orders. This will not be the case 
if the Bill is passed without amendments. 

 
•  the new definition of cohabitant in the Civil Partnership Bill will require  a woman applying 

for a Domestic Violence order as a cohabitant to prove she is in a committed relationship 
and satisfy a number of other factors to be eligible. This definition would create an extra 
barrier for women seeking such orders and may be used by the abuser to prevent her being 
deemed eligible by undermining or down-playing the level of commitment in the              
relationship. 

 
3.  The provision in the General Scheme that would have extended eligibility for Safety orders to all 

parents with a child in common (regardless of cohabitation) has not been included in the Bill. 
This is very disappointing and concerning, as having a child in common means that ongoing 
contact between the parties is very likely and with it the opportunity for the abuse to continue. 

4.  The Bill in its current form not only does not extend protection to all separated cohabitants, 
but takes away what little protection is currently there for them. International research and our 
own experience confirm that the months following separation from a violent partner present the 
period of greatest risk to women of death or serious injury. 

5.  Women abused in dating relationships also remain unprotected. 
6.  It is Women’s Aid position that protection from domestic violence should not be contingent on 

current or previous cohabitation. This is supported by UN guidelines on Domestic Violence       
legislation. 

7.  Welcome changes to eligibility for Barring Orders in the General Scheme have been dropped 
from the Bill. These would have removed cohabitation time restrictions for cohabitants while 
maintaining the equal or greater interest in the property requirement 


